Tunstall  Urban  District  Council. 
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Medical  Officer's  Report , 

For  the  year  ending  December,  1895. 


To  the  Tunstall  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  Fourth  Annual 
Report,  and  in  doing  so,  regret  that  the  statistics,  which 
I  herewith  present  to  you.  are  of  a  less  favorable  character 
than  those  I  have  hitherto  been  privileged  to  bring  before 
you. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  Tunstall  in  1891  numbered  15,730; 
calculating  the  rate  of  increase  to  be  in  the  same  ratio  as 
in  the  ten  years  1881-91,  the  estimated  population  in  the 
middle  of  1895  would  number  16,362..  The  township  has 
an  area  of  831  ;acres. 

BIRTHS. 

644  births  have  been  registered  during  the  year  1895, 
giving  an  annual  rate  of  increase  of  39*3  per  1000  living. 
The  male  births  numbered  328,  and  the  female  births  316. 
Compared  with  the  year  1894,  the  births  are  less  by  q,  and 
the  rate  of  increase  less  by  1*3  per  1000  living.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  I  find  that  the  births  of  38  still-born  children  have 
been  notified  to  the  Registrar  of  the  Cemetery. 

DEATHS.. 

428  deaths  from  all  causes  have  been  registered  during 
the  year.  Of  these  234  are  males  and  194  females,  and  I 
regret  very  much  to  say  that  this  is  the  highest  number 
registered  during  the  last  five  years.  The  annual  rate  of 
mortality,  calculated  from  the  above  total,  is  26*15  per 
iooo  of  the  estimated  population.  The  rates  for  the  pre¬ 
ceding  five  years  were  as  follows  : — 
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Such  an  unusually  high  general  death  rate  has  been 
brought  about  by  an  enormous  mortality  among  young 
children,  no  fewer  than  286,  or  nearly  two-thirds  of  the 
whole  mortality,  having  occurred  in  children  under  five 
years. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

is  a  black  spot  in  the  year’s  record.  186  deaths  occurred 
in  children  under  one  year,  and  96  at  ages  between  one 
and  five  years.  The  infant  mortality  under  one  year  is  in 
the  proportion  of  288-15  per  1000  births  registeied,  and  is 
115-  15  per  1000  morejEan  that  recorded  for  the  preceding 
year. 

An  epidemic  of  Measles,  accompanied  by  severe  Chest 
complications,  among  young  children,  is  to  some  extent 
responsible  for  such  an  exceptional  mortality;  but  still, 
much  of  the  mortality  has  been  brought  about  from  causes 
indicating  improper  feeding,  bad  ventilation,  and  a  want 
of  cleanliness  in  the  surroundings  of  the  children. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  ORGANS 

are  accountable  for  99  deaths,  occurring  chiefly  at  the 
extreme  ages  of  life,  and  attributable  to  the  severe  weather 
experienced  during  the  early  months  of  the  year. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASES 

\ 

have  caused  63  deaths.  Of  these  23  are  assigned  to 
Phthisis,  being  one  more  than  the  number  registered  last 
year.  The  exciting  factor  in  this  disease,  in  my  experience, 
may  be  assigned  to  its  victims  working  in  over-heated  and 
overcrowded  rooms,  or  to  a  want  of  proper  ventilation  and 
in  cleanliness  in  the  surroundings  of  the  dwelling-houses. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM 

have  caused  60  deaths.  Of  these  29  have  been  caused  by 
Convulsions  in  young  children,  and  in  many  cases  are  the 
result  of  improper  feeding  and  careless  nursing. 

ZYMOTIC  DISPIASES. 

62  deaths  have  been  caused  by  these  diseases — 44  Mias¬ 
matic,  and  18  Diarrhoeal, — and  are  in  the  proportion  of  3*7 
per  1000,  as  compared  with  19  deaths  and  a  rate  of  ri8 
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•per  iooo  for  the  previous  year.  Measles,  with  its  complica¬ 
tions,  is  largely  responsible  for  the  increase  in  the  death 
rate  under  this  heading. 

The  epidemic  assumed  such  extensive  proportions 
throughout  the  town,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  close- 

s’  J 

the  schools  of  the  town  for  one  month. 

VACCINATION. 

293  children  have  been  successfully  vaccinated  during 
the  year.  One  child  died  from  Phlegmanous  Erysipelas  of 
the  arm,  following  upon  vaccination. 

REMOVAL  OF  NIGHT  SOIL  AND  ASHES. 

I  have  systematically  inspected  the  back  yards  in  the 
streets  of  the  town,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  favourably 
upon  the  manner  in  which  the  Contractor  has  performed 
his  work.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  sub¬ 
stituting  water  closets  for  the  old  cesspits,  no  fewer  than 
bo  having  been  converted  into  water  closets  during  the 
year.  All  the  new  properties,  also,  in  the  town  have  water 
closets  attached  to  them. 

BACK  ENTRIES. 

I  have  to  reiterate  the  remarks  I  made  in  my  last  annual 
Report  with  respect  to  the  paving  of  the  back  entries  in 
several  streets  ;  and  as  this  matter  has  been  brought  for¬ 
ward  annually  for  over  ten  years,  I  sincerely  hope  the 
Council  will  at  once  give  instructions  for  all  back  passages 
to  be  paved  in  the  course  of  the  current  year. 

DILAPIDATED  PROPERTY. 

Through  the  accidental  falling  of  a  wall  in  Booth  Street, 
and  which  proved  fatal  to  a  boy  who  had  been  standing 
near,  my  attention  was  called  to  the  dilapidated  state  of 
many  of  the  houses  and  out-houses  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
town.  The  matter  had  the  attention  of  your  Sanitary 
Committee,  and  orders  were  given  to  have  all  such  property 
put  in  repair.  The  owners,  however,  are  very  slow  in 
having  the  work  done,  and  some  pressure  will  have  to  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  them  to  have  the  work  fully 
accomplished. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  negotiations  for  the  acquisition  of  land  have 
hindered  the  carrying  out  of  the  new  scheme  contemplated 
by  the  Council. 

This  matter  has  now  been  finally  settled,  and  it  is  con¬ 
fidently  expected  that  the  new  Works  will  be  completed  in 
the  course  of  the  present  year. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shews  the  cases  of  Infectious 
sickness  notified  during  the  year  : — 


Scarlatina  ...  ...  ...  105 

Diptheria  ...  ...  ...  8 

Membranous  Croup  ...  ...  4 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  31 

Continued  Fever ...  ...  ...  1 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  2 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  10 

Small  Pox  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  case  of  Small  Pox  and  three  cases  of  Enteric  Fever 
were  treated  at  the  Bradwell  Infectious  Hospital. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to 
get  satisfactory  isolation  in  the  bulk  of  the  houses  in  the 
town,  and  parents  have  still  a  strong  prejudice  against 
having  their  sick  children  removed. 

Disinfectants  have  been  freely  used  in  all  the  cases,  and 
other  measures,  short  of  removal  to  the  Infectious  Hos¬ 
pital,  have  been  enforced  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  acting 
under  my  directions. 

No  new  Sanitary  Acts  or  bye-laws  have  been  adopted 
during  the  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Wm.  PARTINGTON., 
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T 

5 

u 
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35 
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55 
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I. — Specific  Febrile,  or  Zymotic  Diseases 

24 

31 

3 

3 

I 

I 

I 

I 

65 

II. — Parasitic  Diseases 

5 

I 

,  , 

, 

,  , 

,  , 

6 

III. — Constitutional  Diseases 

20 

13 

3 

9 

4 

6 

4 

2 

2 

.  . 

63 

IV. — Developmental  Diseases 

14 

5 

7 

2 

28 

V. — Local  Diseases  .. 

88 

49 

6 

8 

5 

9 

15 

26 

14 

5 

.  . 

225 

VI. — Deaths  from  Violence.  . 

2 

2 

I 

,  . 

5 

VI  I.— Deaths  from  Ill-Defined  and  not  \ 

Specified  Causes  . .  ..  / 

31 

3 

I 

I 

*  ' 

*  • 

36 

Totals  . . 

428 

I  — SPECIFIC  FEBRILE,  OR  ZYMOTIC 

DISEASES. 

i. — Miasmatic  Diseases. 

Measles 

6 

21 

2  7 

Scarlet  Fever 

I 

2 

2 

.  . 

5 

I  )iphtheria 

2 

I 

,  . 

3 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

1 

3 

I 

5 

Other  Miasmatic  Diseases 

I 

3 

.  . 

4 

2. — Diarrhceal  Diseases. 

Diarrhoea,  Dysentery 

12 

4 

I 

I 

18 

3. — Septic  Diseases. 

Erysipelas 

2 

.. 

,  , 

,  , 

2 

Pvaimia,  Septicaemia 

I 

I 

II.— PARASITIC  DISEASES. 

Thrush,  and  other  Vegetable  Parasitic  Diseases 

5 

I 

•• 

*  * 

•  • 

6 

III.— CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASES. 

Rheumatic  Fever,  Rheumatism  of  the  Heart.. 

I 

I 

Gout  .  . 

I 

I 

Cancer.  Malignant  Disease 

.. 

I 

I 

2 

4 

Tabes  Mesenterica  . . 

15 

8 

,  , 

,  , 

.  , 

23 

Tubercular  Meningitis,  Plydrocephalus 

3 

3 

6 

Phthisis 

I 

3 

8 

3 

5 

3 

23 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  Scrofula  . 

2 

I 

I 

4 

Other  Constitutional  Diseases 

I 

I 

IV.— DEVELOPMENTAL  DISEASES. 

Premature  Birth 

14 

. 

14 

Old  Age 

5 

7 

2 

14 

V.— LOCAL  DISEASES. 

t  —  Diseases  of  Nervous  System. 

Inflammation  of  Brain  or  Membranes  . 

2 

9 

2 

I 

14 

Insanity,  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane 

2 

4 

5 

2 

•  , 

13 

Convulsions  . . 

27 

2 

29 

Disease  of  Spinal  Cord,  Paraplegia,  Paralysis  1 

Agitans  . .  . .  .  . .  . .  J 

*  * 

*  * 

*  * 

*  * 

*  • 

J 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

I 

•  * 

*  • 

•  * 

I 
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2. — Diseases  of  Circulatory  System. 

Pericarditis  . . 

1 

I 

Acute  Endocarditis 

2 

I 

3 

Valvular  Diseases  of  Heart 

I 

2 

5 

4 

2 

I4 

Other  Diseases  of  Heart  .. 

I 

•  • 

I 

f- 

2 

3. — Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 

Croup 

I 

I 

Bronchitis 

33 

21 

2 

2 

2 

4 

9 

4 

3 

80 

Pneumonia  .  . 

I 

7 

1 

I 

I 

2 

1 

I 

15 

Pleurisy 

I 

I 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  .  . 

I 

I 

4. — Diseases  of  Digestive  System. 

. 

Dentition 

7 

2 

9 

Diseases  of  Stomach 

I 

1 

I 

3 

Enteritis 

3 

I 

I 

5 

Obstructive  Diseases  of  Intestine 

* 

1 

I 

Cirrhosis  of  Inver 

1 

V. 

I 

Jaundice  and  other  Diseases  of  Liver  . 

I 

I 

1 

.  . 

0 

J 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

T  2 

I 

1 

H 

5. — Diseases  of  Urinary  System. 

N  ephritis 

I 

1 

2 

Bright’s  Disease,  Albuminuria 

I 

I 

,  , 

2 

Disease  of  Bladder  or  of  Prostate 

I 

•• 

I 

6. — Diseases  of  Reproductive  System. 

Of  Parturition. 

Abortion,  Miscarriage 

I 

•  • 

I 

Puerperal  Peritonitis 

I 

I 

7. — Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints. 

Caries,  Necrosis 

I 

I 

8. — Diseases  of  Integumentary  System. 

Other  Diseases  of  Integumentary  System 

1 

I 

2 

VI  — DEATHS  FROM  VIOLENCE. 

1. — Accident  or  Negligence. 

Burn,  Scald  . 

I 

I 

Suffocation  .. 

2 

2 

Otherwise , 

I 

•  • 

I 

2 

VII.— DEATHS  FROM  ILL-DEFINED 

AND  NOT  SPECIFIED  CAUSES. 

Debility,  Atrophy,  Inanition 

3T 

3 

.  . 

.  . 

34 

Mortification . . 

. 

4  . 

I 

r , 

I 

Causes  not  Specified  or  Ill-defined 

.. 

I 

I 
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SUMMARY. 

No.  of  Deaths 

I.  — Specific  Febrile,  or  Zymotic  Diseases. 

1.  Miasmatic  Diseases  ...  ...  44 

2.  Diarrhoeal  ,,  ...  ...  18 

3.  Septic  ,,  ...  ...  3 

II.  — Parasitic  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  6 

III.  — Constitutional  Diseases  63 

IV. —  Developmental  Diseases  ...  ...  28 

i 

V.  — Local  Diseases. 

1.  Diseases  of  Nervous  System ...  ...  60 

2.  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ...  20 

3.  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ...  99 

4.  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  ...  36 

5.  Diseases  of  Urinary  System  ...  ...  5 

6.  Diseases  of  Reproductive  System  (Parturition)  2 

7.  Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints  ...  1 

8.  Diseases  of  Integumentary  System  ...  2 

VI.  — Violence. 

1.  Accident  or  Negligence  ...  ...  5 

VII.  — Ill-Defined  and  not  Specified  Causes  36, 

Total  ...  428 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 


Done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Department  during  the 
year  1895  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Tunstall. 


Inspec¬ 

tions 

Formal 

N  uis- 

and 

IN  otices 

ances 

Obser- 

by 

Abated 

vat  ions 

Author- 

after 

made. 

ity. 

Notice. 

Dwelling- 

"Foul  Conditions 

400 

70 

322 

houses 

Structural  Defects 

•  »  • 

20 

20 

20 

and 

Overcrowding  ... 

•  •  . 

i 

I 

1 

Schools. 

^ Unfit  for  Habitation 

•  •  • 

Lodging-houses  (not  Lodging-house  Inspector) 

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Cowsheds... 

about 

250 

c  rt  « 

3  JO  “3 

Bakehouses 

•  •  . 

20 

0  a 
e  3 

Slaughter-houses 

about 

600 

d  u  D 
<d  rt 

Canal  Boats 

.  *  . 

7  6 

*3  a 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

»  •  • 

61 

*  •  t 

CZ  ■*-» 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

•  . 

1 

Water  Closets  converted  from  Privies 

,  ,  , 

60 

House  ( 

Defective  Traps... 

No  Disconnection 

\ 

76 

Drainage  j 

Other  Faults 

Water  Supply  ... 

) 

.  .  . 

Pigsties 

Animals  improperly  kept... 

20 

20 

Offensive  Trades 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Other  Nuisances 

.  .  . 

20 

20 

Totals 

1605 

90 

383 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  ... 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  ,,  Found  Adulterated 

,,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ... 

,,  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use 
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Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ditto  ditto  io  Class-rooms 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  Things 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 


1 

2 
2 

none 

5  5 
J  f 
5  5 


Otherwise  disinfected  the  whole  of  them. 


(Signed),  SAML.  MOSS,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Date,  Feb.  4th,  1896. 


